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CREDENTIALS 
Of the Members of the Federal Convention. 
COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA. 


General Assembly begun and held at the Public Buildings, in the City 
of Richmond, on Monday the 16th day of October, in the year of our 
Lord, 1786. 

An Act for appointing Deputies from this Commonwealth, to a Con- 
vention proposed to be held in the City of Philadelphia, in May next, 
fur the purpose of revising the Federal Constitution. : 
Whereas, the Commissioners who assembled at Annapolis, on the 

14th day of September last, for the purpose of devising and reporting 

the means of enabling Congress to provide effectually for the commer- 
eial interests of the United States, have represented the necessity of ex- 
tending the revision of the Federal System to all its defects; and have 
recommended that Deputies, for that purpuse, be appointed by the seve- 
ral Legislatusos, to meet in Convention, in the City of Philadelphia, on 
the 2d day of May next; a provision which was preferable to a discus- 
sion of the subject in Congress, where it might be too much interrupt- 
ed by the ordinary business before them, and where it would, besides, 
be deprived of the valuable counsels of sandry individuals who are dis. 
qualitied by the Constitution o: Laws of particular States, or restrained 
by peculiar circumstances from a seat in that Assembly: And whereas, 
the General Assembly of this Commonwealth, taking into view the ac- 
tual situation of the Confederacy, as well as reflecting on the alarming 
representations made, from time to time, by the United States, in Con- 

ress, particularly in their Act of the 15th day of February last, can no 

somad doubt that the crisis is arrived, at which the good people of Amer- 
ica are to decide the solemn question, whether they will, by wise and 
magnanimous efforts, reap the just fruits of that {udependence which 
they have so gloriously acqnired, and of that Union which they have 
cemented with so much of their common blood; or, whether, by giving 
way to unmanly jealousies and prejudices, or to partial and transitory 
interests. they will renounce the auspicious blessings prepared for them 
by the Revolution, and furnish to its enemies an eventfn) triumph over 
those by whose virtue and valor it has been accopsplished. And, where- 
as, the same noble and extended policy, and the save fraternal and af- 
fectionate sentiments, which originally determined he citizens of this 
Commonwealth to unite with their brethren of the otter States, in es- 
tablishing a Federal Government, cannot bat be felt with equal force 
now, as motives to lay aside every inferior consideatmn, and to concur 
in such farther concessions and provisions as May »€ recessay to secure 
the great objects for which that Government was instituted, and to ren. 
der the United States as happy in peace, as they lave been glorious in 
war: 

Be it, therefore, enacted, by the General Assenbly of the Common- 
wealth of Virginia, ‘That seven Commissioners bt appointed by joint 
ballot of both Houses of Assembly, who, or any thee of them, are here- 
by authorized, as Deputies from this Commonwealh, to meet such De- 

uties as may be appointed and authorized by othe States, to assemble 
in Convention, at Philadelphia, as above recommeniled, and to join with 
them in devising and discussing all such alteration and farther provi- 
gious as may be necessary to render the Federal Cestitution adequate 
to the exigencies of the Union ; and in reporting @ch an Act for that 
purpose, to the United States, in Congress, as, whet agreed to by them, 
and daly confirmed by the several States, will effectially provide for the 
same. 


And be it further enacted, That, in case of the leath of any of the | 


said Deputies, or of their declining their appointments, the Executive 
are hereby authorized to supply such vacancies. And the Governor is 
requested to transmit, forthwith, a copy of this Act 0 the United States, 
in Congress, and to the Executives of each of the Rates in the Union. 


(Signed) 
JOHN JONES, Speaker of the Senate. 
JOSEPH PRENTISS, Speaker of the Ebuse of Delegates. 
A true copy from the evrolment. 
JOUN BECKLEY, Clerk, H. D. 


In the House of Delegates.— Monday, the 4th of December, 1736. 

The House, according to the order of the day, proceeded, by joint 
ballot, with the Senate, to the appointment of seven Jeputies, from this 
Commonwealth, to a Convention proposed to be heldin the City of Phil- 
adelphia, in May ‘ext, for the purpose of revising he Federal Consti- 
tution ; and the Members having prepared tickets wih the names of the 
persons to be appointed, and deposited the same iu th ballot boxes, Mr. 
Corbin, Mr. Matthews, Mr. David Stuart, Mr. Gerge Nicholas, Mr. 
Richard Lee, Mr. Wills, Mr. Thomas Smith, Mr. G@dall and Mr. Tur- 
berville, were nominated a Committee, to meet a Committee from the 
Senate, in the Conference Chamber, and jointly with them to examine 
the ballot boxes, and report to the House on whom te majority of the 
votes should fall. The Committee then withdrew, atd after some time 
returned into the House, and reported that the Committee had, accord- 
ing to order, met a Committee fron the Senate, h the Conference 
Chamber, and jointly with them examined the ballot boxes, and found 
a majority of votes in favor of George Washingtoa, Patrick Henry, 
Edmund Rando!ph, John Blair, James Madison, George Masou, and 
George Wythe, Esqnires 

Extract from the Journal. 

JOUN BECKLEY, Clerk House Delegates. 


Attest—JOHN BECKLEY, Clerk H. D. | 


Ta the House of Senators.— Monday, the 4th ef December, 1786. 

The Senate, according to the order of the day, proceeded, by joint 
ballot, with the House of Delegates, to the appointwent of seven De- 
paties, from this Commonwealth, to a Convention proposed to be held 
in the City of Philadelphia, in May next, for the purpose of revising the 
Federal Constitution; and the Members having prepared tickets, with 
the names of the persons to be appointed, and deposited the same inthe 
ballot boxes, Mr. Anderson, Mr. Nelaon, and Mr. Lee, were nominated 
a Committee to meet a Committee from the House of Delegates, in the 








and report to the House on whom the majority of votes should fall. 
The Committee then withdrew; and after some time returned into the 
House, and reported, that the Comnnittee had, according to order, met 
a Committee from the House of Delegates, in the Conference Cham- 
ber, and jointly with them examined the ballot boxes, and found a ma- 
jority of votes in favor of George Washington, Patrick Henry, Edmund 
Randolph, John Blair, James Madison, George Mason. and George 
Wythe, Esquires. JOHN BECKLEY, Clerk H. D. 
Extract frow the Journal. 


Attest—H. BROOK, Clerk Senate. 
{.s.] 


I do hereby certify and make known, to all whom it may concern, 
That John Beckley, Esq, is Clerk of the House of Delegates, for this 
Commonwealth, and the proper officer for attesting the proceedings of 
the General Assembly of the said Commonwealth, and that full faith 
and credit ought to be given to all things attested by the said John 
Beckley, Esq , by virtue of his office aforesaid. 

Given under my hand, as Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia, 
and under the seal thereof, at Richmond, this fourth day of May, 
1787. EDM. RANDOLPH. 


{t.s.] Virginia, to wit: 
I do hereby certify, that Patrick Henry. Esq., one of the seven Com- 


missioners, appointed by joint ballot of both Houses of Assembly of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, authorized asa Deputy therefrom, to meet 


Virginia to wit: 


for appointing Deputies from this Comnpnwealth, to a Convention 

proposed to be held iu the City of Philaclphia, in May next, for the 

purpose of revising the Federal Constitutpn,” I do hereby, with the 

advice of the Council of State, supply the aid vacancy, by nominating 

James M’Clurg, Esq., a Deputy for the purposes aforesaid. 

Given ander my hand, as Governor of the said Commonwealth. and 
under the seal thereof, this secoud day of May, in the year of our 
Lord, 1787. EDM. RANDOLPH. 





THE STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA. 

To the Honorable Alexander Martin, Esq.—Greeting. 

Whereas, our General Assembly, in their late Session, holden at 
Fayetteville, by adjournnyut, m the month of January last, did, by 
joint ballot of the Senate sad Hoase of Commons, elect Richard Cas- 
well, Alexander Martin, William Richardson Davie, Riehard Dobbs 
Spaight, and Willie Joses, Esqaires, Deputies to attend a Cenvention 
of Delegates from the everal United States of America, proposed to be 
held at the City of Piladelphia, in May next, for the purpose of revis- 
ing the Federal Consitution: 

We do, therefors, by these presents, nominate, commissionate, and 
appoint you, the sid Alexander Martin, one of the Deputies for, and in 
behalf, to meet with our other Deputies at Philadelphia, on the first day 
of May next, and with them, or any two of them, to confer with such 
Depaties as may have been, or shall! be, appointed by the other States, 
for the purpose aforesaid: To hold, exercise, and enjoy, the appoints 
ment aforesaid, with all powers, authorities, and emoluments to the same 
belonging, or in any wise appertaining, you couforming, in every m- 
stance, to the Act of our said Assembly, under which you are appointed. 
Witness, Richard Caswell, Fsq., our Governor, Captain-General, and 
Commander-in-chief, under his hand and our seal, at Kinston, the 
24th day of February, in the eleventh year of our Independence, 
A. D. RICHARD CASWELL. [x.s.] 


By his Excellency's command. 


MO. BBs 
| 


first day of May next, and with them, or any two of them, to confers 

_with such Deputies as may have been, or shall be, appointed by the other 

| States, for the parposes atoresaid: ‘I'o hold, exercise. and enjoy the:said 

appointment, with all powers, authorities, and emoluments to the same 

incideut and belongmg, or in any wise appertaining, you conforming, 
iu every instance, to the Aet of our said Assembly, under whieh you 
are appointed. 

Witness, Richard Caswell, Esq., our Governor, Captain-General, and 
Commander-in-chief, under his band and our great seal, at Kinston, 
the 14th day of April, in the eleventh year of our Independence, 
Anno Dom. 1727. RICHARD CASWELL. [t.s.]} 

By his Excellency’s command. 

WINSTON CASWELL, P. Secretary. 
State of North Carolina: 
His Excellency, Richard Caswel!, Esq. Governor, Captain-General,and 
Commander-in-chief, in and over the State aforesaid. 

To all to whom these presents shall come—Greeting, 

Whereas, by an Act of the General Assembly of the said State, pass- 
ed the 6th day of January last, entitled, “‘ An Act for appointing Depu- 
ties from this State, to a Convention proposed to be held in the City of 
Philadelphia, m May next, for the purpose of revising the Federal Con- 
stitution,” among other things it is enacted, “ That five Commissioners 
| be appointed by joint ballot of both Houses of Assembly, who, or any 
| three of them, are hereby authorized, as Deputies from this State, to 














jmeet at Philadelphia, on the Ist day of May next. then and there to 
such Deputies as might be appointed and suthorized by other States, to | meet and confer with such Deputies as may be appointed by the other 
assemble in Philadelphia. and to join wih them in devising and dis- | States, for similar purposes, and with them to discuss and decide upon 
cussing all such alterations and further povisions as might be neces- | the most effectual means to remove the defects of our Federal Union. 
sary to render the Federal Constitution adequate to the exigencies of the | and to procure the enlarged purposes which it was intended to effect ; 
Union—and in reporting such an Act fo that purpose to the United | and that they report such an Act to the General Assembly of this State, 
States, in Congress, as. when agreed to by them. and duly confirmed by | as, when agreed to by them, will effectually provide for the same.” And 
the several States, might effectually proviee for the same—did decline | it is by the said Act further enseted, “That, im case of the death or re- 
his appointment aforesaid; and thereupot, in pursuance of an Actof | signation of any of the Deputies, or of their declining their appoint- 
the General Assembly of the said Commmwealth, entitled “ An Act | ments, his Excellency the Govergtr, for the time being, is hereby an- 


thorized to supply such vacancies.” ’ And whereas, in consequence cf 

the aaid Act, Richard Casweil, Alexander Martin, William Richardson 

Davie, Richard Dobbs Spaizht, ane Willie Jones, F squires, were, by 

joint ballot of the two Houses of Assembly,elected Deputies for the 

purposes aforesaid. And Whereas,the said Richard Caswell bath re- 
signed his said appointment ag oneiof the Deputies aforesaid: 

Now, know ye, That [ have appelated, and by these presents do 2p 
point, the Honerable William oe aml one of the Deputiesto Tep- 
resent this State in the Cenveptio® suid, in the room and stead of 
the aferovaid Richa. Caswell, her givteg aad granting tn the en} 
Willam Blount, the same powers, privileges and enwluments, which 
the said Richard Caswell wonld have. been vested with, or entitled to, 
had he continued in the appointment aforesaid. 

Given under my hand, and the great sex! of the State. at Kinston, the 
23d day of April, Anno Domini, 1787, and in the eleventh year of 
American Independence. RICHAKD CASWELL. [x.s.} 

By his Exceliency’s command. ’ 

WINSTON CASWELL, P. Secretary. 
State of North Carolina : 
His Excellency Richard Caswe!l, Esq., Governor, Captain-General. and 
Commander-in-chief, in and over the State aforesaid. 

To all to whom these presents shall come—Greeting. 

W hereas, by an Act of the General Assembly of the said State, pass 
ed the 6th day of January last, entitled “ An Act for appointing Depn- 
tics from this State, to a Convention proposed to be held in the City of 
Philadelphia, in May next, for the purpose of revising the Federal Cone 
stitution,” among other things it is enacted, “ That five Commissioners 
be appointed, by joint ballot of both Houses of Assemb!y, who, or any 
three of them, are hereby authorized, as Leputies from this State, to 
meet at Philadelphia, on the first day of May next, then and there to 
meet and confer with such Deputies as may be appointed by the other 
States for similar purposes, and with them to discuss and decide upon 











} 
WINSTON CASWELL, P. Secretary. 
The State af North Carolina : 


To the Honorable William Richardson Davie, Esq. Greeting. 
Whereas, our General Assembly, in their late Session, holden at Fay- 
etteville, by adjournment, in the month of January last, did, by joint 
ballot of the Senate and House of Commons, elect Richard Casawe'l, 
Alexander Martin, William Richardson Davie, Richard Dobbs S pair ht, 
and Willie Jones, Esquires, Deputies to attend a Convention of Dele- 
gates from the several United States of America, proposed to be held in 
the City of Philadelphia, im May next, for th’ purpose of revising the 
Federal Constitution: 

We do, therefore, by these presents, nominate, commiissionate, and 
appoint you, the said William Richardson Davie, one of the Deputies 
for, and in our behalf, to meet with other Deputies at Philadelphia, on 
the first day of May next, and with them, or any two of them, to confer 
with such Deputies as may have been, or shall be appointed by the other 
States, for the purpose aforesaid: To hold, exercise, and enjoy, the said 
appointment, with all powers, anthorities, and emoluments to the same 
belonging, or in any wise appertaining, you conforming, in every in- 
stance, to the Act of our said Assembly, under which you are appointed. 


Witness, Richard Caswell, Esq., oar Gorernor, Captam-General, and 
Commandert-in-chief, ander his hand and our great seal, at Kinston. 
the 24th day of February, in the eleventh year of our Indepen- 
denee, A. D, 1737. RICHARD CASWELL. [t.s.] 
By his Excellency’s command. 
WINSTON CASWELL, P. Secretary. 
The State ef “orth Corolina: 

To the Honorable Richard Dobbs Spaight, &sq.—Gréeting. | 
Whereas, our General Assernbiy, in their late session, holden at Fay- | 
otteville, by adjournment, in the month of January last, did, by joint bal- 
lot of the Senate and House of Commons, elect Richard Caswell, Alex- 
ander Martin, William Richardson Davie. Richard Dobbs Spaight, and 
Willie Jones, Fsquires, Deputies to attend a Convention of Delegates 
from the several United States of Americ:, proposed to be held in the 
City of Philadelphia, in May next, for the purpose of revising the Fed- 
eral Constitution: 

We do, therefore, by these presents, nominate, commissionate, and ap- 





Conference Chamber, aud jointly with them to examine the ballot boxes, 


Lin bebalf of us, to meet with our other depnues at Philadelphia, on the 


point von, the said Richard Dobbs Spaight one of the Depnties for, and 


the most effectaal means to remove the defects of our Federal Union, 

and to procure the enlarged purposes which it was intended to efiect, 

and that they report such an Act te the General Assembly of this State, 
as, when agreed to by them, will effectually previde for the same.” 

And it is by the said Act further enacted, “ That, in case of the death or 

resignation of any of the Lepnties, or their declining their appointmenis, 

his f.xcellency the Governor, for the time being, is bereby authorized to 
supply such vacancies.” 

And whereas, in consequence of the said Act, Richard Casweil, Alex- 
ander Martin, William Richardson Davie. Richard Debbs Spaight, and 

Villie Jones, Fequires, were, by joint bailot of the two Henuscs of As-~ 
sembly, elected Depaties for the purpose aforesaid. And whereas, the 
said Willie Jones hath decliaed his appointinent as one of the Deputies 
aforesaid : 

Now, know ye, That I hav» »»pcinted, and by these presents do ap- 
point, the Honorable Hugh Williamson, Fsq., one of the Deputies to, 
represent this State, in the Convention afvresaid, in the room and steed 
of the aforesaid Willie Jones, hereby giving and granting to the said 
Hugh Williamson, the same powers, privileges and emoluments, whieh 
the said Wilke Jones -wenld have been vested with, and entitled to, had 
he acted under the apnointmest aforesaid. 

Given ander ry hand, and the great seal of the Stete, at Kinston, the 
3d dav of April, Anno Domini 1787, end in the eleventh vear of 
American Independenees RICHARD CASWLLL. 

Dy his Fxectiency’s ceommane. 

DALLAM CASWELL. Pro. Secretary. 





STATE OF SOUTIT CARGLINA. 

By his Excellency Thomas Tincknev. Esq. Governor and Commander 
in-chief, in and over the Siate aforesaid. 

To the Henorahle John Ratledge, FP so.—tireeting. 

By virtue ef the power auc ant ority ia me vested, by the Legilature 
of this State, um their Act passed the Sth day ef March last, I do hereby 
commission vou, the said Jchn Rutledge. as ene of the Peputies ap- 
pointed from this State, to meet such Depntios or Commissioners as 
may be appointed and authorized by other of the United States, to a= 
seinble in Convention, et tie City of Philadelphia, in the menth of 
May next, or as soon thereafter as riov be, and to jein with such Depn- 
nes or Commissioners, (they being duly -utho ized and empowered, ) in 
devising Bie deecaseine all ench alteratiens, clances, articles ond provi 
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entirely adequate to the actual situation and future good government their appointments, the Executiveire hereby authorized to supply such 


of the Confederated States: and that you, together with the said Depa- vacancies. 


ties or Commissioners, Or @ majority of them who shall be present, (pro- 


vided the State bé not represented by less than two,) do join in reporung | Augusta, the 10th February, 1787 


such an Act to the United States, in Congress assembled, as, wheu ap- | 
proved aud agreed to by thein, and duly ratified and confirmed by the | 
several States, will eifectually provide tor the exigencies ol the Union. 
Given under my hand, and the great seal of the State, in the city of 
Charleston, this 10th day ot April, in the year of our Lord, 1757, 


office. 


By order f the House. 
(Signed) WM. GIBBONS, Speuker. 


Geroroia: Secretary's office. 
The above is‘a true copy from tle original Ordinance deposited in my 

J. MILTON, Secretary. 
Augusta, 24th April, 1787. 


and of the Sovereignty and Iudependence of the United States of 


America, the eleventh THOMAS PINCKNEY. 
Ny bis Excellency’s command. 


PETER FRENEAU, Secretary. © [t. s.] 
State of South Carolina: 


. : be assembled at Philadelphia. for the purposes of devising and discuss- 
By his Excellency, Thomas Pinckney, Esq. sovernor and Command- pa, part & 


er-in-chief, in and over the State aforesaid. 
To the Honorable Charles Pinckney, bsq.—Greeting. 


The State of Georgia, by the grace of God, free, sovereign, and inde- 
peident 

To the Honorable William Few, Esq. 

Whereas, you, the said Willian Few, are, in aud by an Ordinance of 
the General Assembly of our sad State, nominated and appointed a 
Deputy to represent the same is a Convention of the United States, to 


ing all such alterations and farther provisions as may be pecessary to 
render the Federal Constitution adequate to the exigencies of the Union: 


——_— AS TTY 


cessity of completiag the Journal of the Federat Convention 
in the present volume, bas heretofore excluded it. 





We have this day completed the Journal of the Federal 
Convention. Our readers, therefore, have before them the 
entire official record of the formation of the Constitution. 
Had the debates been taken down as they occured, by a steno- 
grapher, they would have been of incaleulable value, at the pre- 
sentday. Iu the Journal of a deliberative body, it is not usual 
to record the speeches and remarks which are made ; and, con- 
sequently, the reasons assigned for any specific proposition, 
motion, resolution, or vote, do vot appear. During the five 
months’ session of the Convention, much debate must have 


’ ( roceed ties re- | ¢. : 

By virtae of power and authority im ine vested by the Legislature of quired wr plies mgr oh: tage me on Gece taken place, and prosenty ats ” paragraph, phrase, or word, 
this State, in their Act passed the eighth day of March last, I do hereby | yo. our trusty and wel; beloved George Mathews, Esq., our Cap- was introduced into the Constitution, without a complete inves- 
emimmission you, the said Charles Pinckney, as one of the Deputies ap- tain-General, Governor, ard Commander-in-chief, under his hand | tigation as to its import. And yet, so uncertain and indefi- 
raay be apoointed and authorized by other of the United States, to as- old. yo whee | se ni pn By a ty “gine gra nite is all human language, that in less than half a century, so 
seundie im Convention, at the City of Philadelphia, in the mouth of oe. waeTe GEO. MATHEWS [u.s.} great a diversity of sentiment prevails as to the meaning of 
May neat, or a8 soon thereafter as may be, and to join with such Depu- ae r ; 7" certain expressions in that instrument, that, by one party, the 


puinted trom this State, to meet such Deputies or Commissioners as 


y his or’ ‘Pr ' JTON, Secretary. 
ties or Comansasioners, (they being duly authorized and empowered) in By ae Honor . command J. MILT y ; : ; Va : 
devising aud diseussing all such alterations, clauses, articles and provi-| The State of Georgia, by the grace of God, free, sovereign and inde-} Government established by it, is supposed to be a Confedera- 
sions, as wy be thought necessary to render the Federal Constitution pendent. tion of States, possessing limited powers, and by auother 
entirely adeyuate to the actual situation and future good goverumentof To the Honorable Williim Pierce, Esq. ; arty, one consolidated State. possexsi eal 
the Confederated States; and that you, together with the said Deputies Whereas, you, the said William Pierce, are, in and by an Ordinance party, , , possessing unlimited powers. 
or Commissioners, or a majority of them who shall be present, (provid- | of the General Assembly of ovr said State, nominated and appointed a | Much light could, no doubt, be thrown upon many parts of the 


ed the State be not represented by less than wwo,) do join in reporting | Deputy to represent the same in a Convention of the United States, to proceedings, by a careful and attentive perusal of their con- 
euch an Act te the United States, in Congress assembled, as, when ap-| be assembled at Philadelphia, for the purpose of devising and discuss- 


~* . v d by comparing the ; . 
proved and agreed to by them, and duly ratified and confirmed by the] ing all such alterations and further provisions as may be necessary to tents, and y comparing them with other parts; and, as there 


several States, will effectaally provide tor the eatgencies of the Union, | render the Federal Constitution adequate to the exigenciesof the Union: | are amongst our readers, a number of gentlemen of leisure, 


Given wader my hand, and the great seal of the State, in the City of 
Charleston, this 10th day of April, m the year of our Lord, 1787, 
and of the Sovereignty and Independence of the United States of 
America, the eleventh. THOMAS PINCNLY. 


By his Eacelt nev'’s command, 


You are, therefore, hereby commissioned to proceed on the duties re- 


quired of you, in virtue of the said Ordinance. 
Witness our trusty and well bdoved George Mathews, Esq, our Cap- 


tain-General, Governor, and Commander-in-chief, under his hand 
and our great seal, at Augusta, this 17th day of April, in the year of 


who are no doubt conversant with the subject, we earnestly 
invite them to favor us with their speculations. The Exposi- 
tion of Luther Martin to the Legislature of Maryland, the 


published Minutes of Yates, aud the Essays of the Federalist, 


oa oy GEO. MATHEWS. [t.s.] would all aid io throwing additional light upon the Constitu- 
By his Honor’s command. J. MILTON, Secretary. tion ; and never was there a moment, since the Government 
The State of Georgia, by the grace of God, free, sovereign, and inde- | was established, at which the diffusion of light could do more 
pendent. good than at the present. 

To the Honorable William Heustoun, Esq, 
Whereas, you, the said Wiliam Houstoun, are, in and by an Ordi- Great h b he i i e 

nance of the General Assemlly of our said State, nowinated and ap- a ee the improvements which have been 
pointed a Delegate to represeit the same in a Convention of the United | made in the various departments of industry throughout the 
States. to be assembled at Philidelphia, for the purposes of devising and | ¢jyjjized world withio the last half century—ineredible as they 
discussing all such alterations and farther provisions as may be neces- . : 

sary to render the Federal Constitution adequate to the exigencies of | WOU d have appeared to our great-grand-fathers, in the days 
is . the Union: of their slow movements and hard drudgery—yet, it is quite 
such Deputics or Commissioners, (they being duly authorized and em-] You are, therefore, herehy @mmissioned to proceed on the duties re- ; . 

powered,) im cevising and discussing all such alterations, clauses, arti- quired of you, in wists of the ‘aid Ordinance. pr reasonable to anticipate, that, in another fifty years, the ad- 
les a ‘jsions, as ught necessary to render the Fede - ' rane ; i j 

cles and provi a, as 7 a | ahem any to pnd om degner Witness our trusty and well tbloved George Mathews, Fsq., our Cap- | Y#ares which will be made ia philosophy, and science, and 
pees emer > ao Pentehenel Stiles ; renciier ii thes nid Depa tain-General, Governor, ad Commander-in-chief, under his hand | skill in the arts, will place those who come after us, so far be- 
government ¢ , a 2 ’ : pu- , et « one a 17 ay tj ef , ‘ 

ies or Comunissioners, or a majority of them who shall be present, (pro- prod arty 8 ne x2 ag tere non onde ben L ond fore us, that they will look back to the present period, and no- 
vided the State be not represented by less ihan two ) do yon im reporting eleventh. : 2% GEO. M ATHEWS. {u.s.] tice, with astonishment, our extreme deficiency in the produc- 
anch an Act to the United States, 1 Congress assembled, as, when ap- By his Honor’s command. J MILTON, Secretary live powers of industry. It is not very easy to f 

proved and agreed to by them, and duly ratified and confirmed by the dase ba ; 3 y P ; y- g Oy OS Om, See 


several States, will effectually provule for the exigencies of the Union. rec: estimate of the real ratio of advancemeut made by a. na- 
tion in a given time. The improvement of the social con- 
dition is not capable of being measured by a yard stick, or of 


PETER FRENEAU, Secretary. [t.s.] 
State of South Carolina : 
By his Excellency, Tiomas Piuckney, Esq. Governor and Comman- 
. der-in-chief, in and over the State aforesaid. 
To the Honorable Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, Esq.—Greeting. 

By virtue of the power aud authority in me vested, by the Legislature 
of this State, in their Act passed the Sth day of March last, I do hereby 
commission you, the said Charles Cotesworth Pinckney, as one of the 
Depaties appointed from this State, to meet such Deputies or Commis- 
sioners as may be appointed and authorized by other of the United 
States, to assemble in Convention, at the City of Philadelphia, in the 
month ef May next, or as soon thereafier as may be, and to jom with 


our Lord, 1787, and of our Sovereignty and Independence the ele- 











Given under my hand, and the great sea! of the State, in the City of 
Charleston, this 10th day of April, im the year of our Lord, 1787, 


PELE DADE ILIP ETA: 
and of the Sovereignty and Independence of the United States of _ a th alinaltaes 


THOMAS PINCKNEY. = a being weighed in a pair of seales. The prices of commodities 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 1831. constitute no cert#o standard by which the facility of produc- 

=— =~ -- = a | tion can be estimated, nor can the value of a day's laber, pay- 
The present No. completes the second annual volume of | #”€ ia money or agricultural preduce, be relied upon as a sure 
er-in-chief, in and over the State aforesaid. this Journal, which will be found, upon nference to the Index guile. "Where ‘fe tandard romered 0, Or, PuENee, what is 

To the Honorable Pierce Butler, Esq.—Greeting. annexed, to contain a body of Statistical aed Political matter, erroneously suppowd to be a standard, is itself constantly 


By virtue of the power and authority in me vested by the Legisla- useful to all who take an interest in the great questions now changing, as, is tle case with money, the value of which, 
tare of this State, in their Act passed the Sth day of March last, I do lj hef. see . whether in the forn of gold, or silver, or paper, is ¥ h 

—_ — ’ » BI ending before the American people, anc « Bod, » OF paper, is Dever the 
hereby commission you, the said Pierce Butler, as one of the Deputies P people, and won the rightful 


. » © es , . ee iat thie = . a er or tb years to r r 
appointed from this State, to meet such Deputies or Commissioners as decision of which, depend the future destinies of this country. same perhaps f y gether, there cannot be any fixed 


may be appointed or authorized by other of the United Suites, to assem- Our next No. will commence the third volume, and, from priaciple to rely won, as there is in cases where geometrical 
ble in Convention at the City of Philadelphia, in the month of May . . : rules can be resored to. It wouid, however h 

: : be resent prospects, we think w ‘ . , : ° : » 0 er, perhaps, not be 
next, or as soon thereafter as may be, and to join with such Deputies or P thee » wet e may safely say, that its coo P Ps, 


Commissioners, (they being duly authorized and empowered,) in devis- | '€Bts cannot fail to be more valuable than those of either of its | ‘°° aaa es ot! eltamineree ag lianeals te ve this country, 
ing and discussing all such alterations, clanses, articles, and provisions, predecessors. The warfare against the American System “ ho, as whole, lave profited more by the lights of the age 
asmeay be thonght necessary to rende » Federal Constitati ntirely , ; : : mA : A -tohs . 
anny be thong necear tonder the Federal Consutmton eourely which has heen enrried on since the passage of the ‘Tarift|"h4@ aay ether ution, that, within the hat Gy year, the im 
Confederated States; and that you, together with the said Deputies or| Act of 1825, has been rather a skirmishing of out posts than provement in thei condition has been better at least in the 
Commissioners, or a majority of thea who shall be present, (provided a pitched battle. The two contending parties have been too ratio of 50 per een., that is to say, that the whole population, 
the State be notrepresented by less than two.) do join in reporting s ial . 
ee en oe oe = pee nen oer much out of the reach of each others’ arms, to have made aj! Proportion to aimbers, by a year's labor,can proeure 50 per 
an Act to the United States, in Congress assembled, as, when approved 4 , . . ' ‘ f th , f dl : - 
and agreed to by them, and duly raiitied and confirmed by the several deep impression oo either side, and had it not been for a few cent. more of the necessaries, comtorts, an uxuries of life, 
States, will effectually provide for the exigencies of the Union. very small partisan corps, which were able to maintain their than it was possike for those to do, Ww ho lived 10 the year 1781. 
Given under ny’ — ye ry ay ~e of the State, in the City of positions io Philadelphia, New York, Boston, and in the It is not for us o predict the particular discoveries and im- 
Charleston, this 10th day of April, in the year of our Lord, 1787,) . ot . 
> patho. ' : _ 2 AF aine, ¢ sti .| provemeuts whicl a b 
and of the Sovereignty and Independence of the United States of State of Maine, and to keep up a Prcee gens fire upon the ene- || wn a a 7 otter, the cuptuing gf. pemertey. 
America, the eleventh. THOMAS PINCKNEY. | my, the Northern Army would have fancied that their oppo- Meliorations can only be introduced by degrees, and efforts of 
By mcnea ) Sy a a [ nents had completely abandoned the field, and given up the | Sevius have pertnps already reached some mighty inventions, 
‘TER FRE! , Secretary. [.s. , ' ' : 
\ : } ] contest as hopeless. for which the agcis not sufficiently ripe, and which must con- 
GEORGIA The assembling of the Free Trade Convention at Philadel- | sequently sleep, is did for many years, the noble discovery 
ri. eke tas. . . ‘3° 
: ; . = . it : ‘A ‘ree’ 0 boat, which wa ‘s ib iv . 
By the Honorable George Mathews, Esq. ¢ pg gr wee Governor, phia, may he regarded s the first is Sonera of the Free Trade ‘oe meg 4" ee wes tae —_ sendin the river Del 
and Commander-in-chief, in and over the State aforesaid. Army upon the enemy's country. The Tariff Convention at} aware tn 4790, by Fitch, who broke his beart at the incredulity 
To all to whom these presents shall come—Greeting. New York was the rally of the Northern Forces upon finding of the age, in ea believing in the possibility of an invention 
4 . . hy"), at } ol ™“). ’ « ort - > > . . . ° hi ’ f 
— ag —_ John a “s : bee ap ya the soman-yer! their territory invaded, and all parties now agree, that a de-| Which he placed before their eyes. We may, however, look 
oupy of an Urdimance, ented * An (rdisance for the appointment o “— . 4 s 7 . 
om puties from this State, for the purpose of revising the Federal Con-| Cisive action must be fought on the floor of Congress, during | back with some profit, as well as pleasure, aad see the strides 
stitution,” is Secretary of the said State, in whose office the archives of the session of that body, which will commence on the Sth which have been made in our day, and in those of our fathers, 
i ray npg omg” AP pe poy a “e ———_ credit, and authority,| (¢ December. The odds, it is true, as to bumbers, are against| and we may posibly discern, in some of the discoveries by 
, and ought to be, had aud give > sume. : - hers 
- y e >. , , . 4 : . 
Ha testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and caused the the Free Trade Party, but, when a cause has justice aod truth | hich we have been benefitted, the incipient stages of those 
great seal of tre said State to be put and affixed, at Augusta, this} on its side, its advocates have abundant occasion for confidence | >¥ which our descendants are to profit. 
. | 24th day of April, in the year of our Lord 1757, and of our Sove- in the law, of high authority, which declares, that “ the race 
reignty and Independence, the eleventh. ‘ ‘ya na 
, GhO. MATHEWS. [u.s.] | #8 not always to the swift, nor the attle to the strong. 
fy his Honor’scommand. J. MILTON. The proceedings of Congress will therefore be looked to 
Ao Ordinance for the appointment of Deputies from this State, for the| with great interest, and the documents which will be laid be-' publish his thoughts and opinions, upon matters of conscience, 
se Oo visinng the Fe TY i . ‘ 
re oon ny TLS ‘ F mee . men eee or governinent, but free to apply his physical and moral en- 
e it ordamed, by the Representatives d the “reemen of the State . at °° . . ° . . ’ ‘ 
. <" . , : i i ‘ ¢ ‘h very ciliy e > ; < »2e 
of Georgia, in General Assenbly met, and by authority of the same, facts and re ae which every - . should possess for “— to any particular pursuit, business, trade, or calling, not 
That William Few, Abraham Baldwin, Wiiom Pierce, George Wal-| futare reference. ‘The statements which will accompany the | injurious to the public weal, for which he thought himself best 


ton, William Houstoun, and Nathaniel Pendleton, squires, be, aud they | two Memorials to Congress cannot comprize less matter than | adapted, by his mental, bodily, or pecuniary means. To this 
are hereby, appointed Commissioners, who, pr any two or more of them, ‘ 


ties as may be appointed and authorized by pther States, to assemble in| of these will be published in our Journal, our readers will be 
> ) *) Moiladoa +< ‘ i , * ’ Sart ‘ 1c . . . . . 
Convention at j biladelphia, wud fo jon w ith the mon de vising and dis- placed ID possession of almost every argument on both sides of 
cussing all snech alterations and farther proveBions &s nay be nec essary : 5 \ ' 5 AEE ¢ r \ 
. ‘ “ > * . a ; * . . ‘ » > o 

ty render the Federal Coustiiution adequate to the exigencies of the the question, thatcan aid them ta acquirmy a full kuowledge of 
Union; aud tu reportiag such an Act, for that purpose. to the United| the questions at issue. 

States, in Congress assembled, as, when agreed to by then, and duly 
; confirmed by te _ \¢ ral Sr ites, vw ll eotertu Lily prov ide for the same, 
In case of the death of en 





A ewsewtom, hee oh + curtls. 
By his Excellency’s command. 
PETER FRENEAU, Secretary. [1.s.] 
State of South Carolina : 
By his Excellency, Thomas Pinckney, Esq., Governor and Command- 
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As regards this particular country, one of the most import- 
ant discoveries was, that the happiness of man required that 
he should be fre ; free, not ouly to think, to speak, and to 
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fore it, by the two contending parties, will exhibit a mass of 


Madison, Haneock, Pinckney, and the other illustrious mea 
who carried out the theory into practice, more than to all 
others, is to be ascribed the very rapid advances made by us 


in our national infancy. Agriculture was left free to exert her 
The Address of the Tadff Convention at New York, will) powers upon av exuberant aud untaxed soil. Commerce was 


y of the said Deputies, or of their declining| be given in our oext. ‘The length of our Index, and the ve-| left uushackled by our own legislation, and was at liberty to 





eee 

















oe a 





2 cs 


Sof e.=% ££ 44 D 


~~ = -—-— me ee ee. ee 


a a ae 


-.* 


~_ ee «-/-, 





yy 
Dtiow 


sderal 
n the 
ution. 
steno- 
e pre- 

usual 
, con- 
sition, 
e five 

have 
word, 
inves- 
indefi- 
ity, 80 
jing of 
ty, the 
edera- 
nother 
owers. 
sof the 
ir con- 
s there 
leisure, 
rnestly 
> Xposi- 
1d, the 
jeralist, 
pustitu- 
ronment 
jo more 


re been 
out the 
as they 
he days 
is quite 
the ad- 
we, and 
far be- 
and no- 
produc- 
nh a cor- 
y a na- 
ial con- 
+k, or of 
modities 
produc- 
er, pay- 
is a sure 
what is 
ostantly 
- which, 
ever the 
ny fixed 
metrical 
s, not be 
country, 
f the age 
5, the im- 
st in the 
ypulation, 
ve 50 per 
+ of life, 
rear 1781. 
sand im- 
posterity. 
efforts of 
nventions, 
inust con- 
discovery 
river Del- 
ocredulity 
invention 
ever, look 
the strides 
ur fathers, 
oveties by 
s of those 


st import- 
juired that 
ak, and to 
onscience, 
moral en- 
palling, not 
imself best 
» To this 
. Franklin, 
rious men 
than to all 
nade by us 
to exert her 
merce was 
u libertv to 








PT 


- ’ 


Banner of the Constitution. 


419 








——— a 
—— --— 
a a 





——<— 


seek for traffic in every quarter of the globe, by an exemption 
from that penalty sometimes iinposed by the unwise policy ov 
States, ‘catied a duty of protection, in order to prohibit the ex- 
change of foreign for domestic productions. Manufactures aod 
the mechanic arts, those indispensable handmaids of agrical- 
eure and commerce, were left to enjoy those inherent ad- 
vantages which they possess from being the intimate allies of 
those two branches of industry, and were preserved exempt 
from those oppressious of Goverment, duties oa the import- 
ation of raw materials, and internal taxes and excises. It 
is to this freedom that we are mainly indebted, in the United 
States, for our unexampled prosperity : for, had the Restrictive 
System been adopted at an early stage ol our political exist- 
ence, we should this day have presented to the world a very 
different state of things from that which at present exists. 
And yet, with such a prominent example before them, of the 
success of a nation uuder a-system of free trade and unshack- 
led industry, there are, amongst us, political quacks, who are 
forever tampering with the body politie, and eadeavoring to 
convince the people that true liberty consists in being beund 
hand and foot. 

An American System meeting was held at Reading, in this 
State, on the 22d October, at which the following resolutions 
were adopted: 

Whereas, the prosperity of our country, in her Agricultural, Me- 
chanical and Manufacturing economy, is found by experience to de- 
pend on a proper and judicwus protection of Government ; and, whereas, 
it is to that protection that Pennsylvania owes her present elevated 
condition, alfurding to the Farmer a home demand for the production of 
the seil, to the Mechanic a successful employment, and to the Manu- 
facturer a safeguard against European competition ; and, 

Whereas, the British policy of prohibition of gram and other staples 
from her Government coerces our operative and agriculturalist to look 
at home for a market; and, Ese. . 

Whereas, the Mechaunie and Manufacturer can only thrive in their 
pursuits in proportion to the duty upon foreign commodities, which duty 
operates as a bouus to their industry, and creates a revenue for the 
speedy extinguishment of the Public Debt: Mherefore, . . 

Resolved, That Andrew Taylor, J. U. Snyder, D. M. Keim, Simon 
Seyfert, L. Wharton, James L. Dunn, D. F. Gordon, W illiam P. 
Orrick, William C. Leavenwortb, General G. D. B. Keim, George 
Getz, Witliam Darling, 8. Baird and John Rutter be appointed Dele- 

tes to attend a Convention at New York, on the 26th instant, and that 

y be requested to collect the statistics of Berks County, as to her 

ain, iron, and other productions and wanufactures; the number of 
inhabitants engaged in and depending thereon; and such other informa- 
tion as may strengthen the necessity of the existing Tariff which sus- 
tains them, and that the said Delegates be requested to express the un- 
qualified dissent of this meeting to the coustruction put upon the 
American System by the Free Trade Convention, held in Philadelphia 
in September last. 

Such a succession of fallacies one does not often meet in 
the same compass. If we had had the crawing of these reso- 
lutions, we would bave done it somewhat io the following 
style: 

Whereas, the prosperity of our country, in her Agricultural, 
Mechanical, and Manufacturing economy, is found by experi- 
ence to depend on the great industry, euterprize, and skill of 
the American people; and, whereas, it i$ to that industry, en- 
terprize. and skill, that Penusylvauia owes her elevated con- 
dition, affording to the farmer a foreiga demand for the pro- 
ductions of the soil, for which he has sot a demand at home, 
to the Mechanic a successiul employmeut, and to the Manu- 
facturer a safeguard against European competition, in all 
those branches which can be profitably carried on in this coun- 
iry; and, 7 

Whereas, the British policy of prohibaion of grain “ from her 
Government,” is a very silly policy, isasmuch as it compels 
the British people to eat dear bread, and ought never to be met 
by a retaliatory policy, the effect of which would be, merely to 
compel the American people to wear dear clothes ; and, 

Whereas, the Mechanic and Manuafaurer scorn to thrive at 
the expense of the rest of the people, by the imposition of 
duties which enable them to charge higher for their goods 
than they ought to charge, especially when the Governmeut, 
after the public debt shall be extinguished, will gall only for a 
moderate revenue: Therefore, 

Resolved, ‘That A. B. andl C., be appointed Delegates to at- 
tend a Convention at New York, to express the disseut of this 
meeting at the continuance of the American System. 

That such resolutions as those abore stated, should have 
been adopted at Reading, does greatly surprise us. ‘The Iron- 
works of Berks County prospered whet the duty on iron was 
only five per centum, and the manufictures of Reading are 
all of that description, that not even a total repeal of duties could 
overthrow them. It is a bad symptom for an industrious pep- 
ulation like that of Reading. to takeit into their heads, that 
govermental interference with their private pursuits is the 
ouly thing which can make them prosper. 

The following article contains infounativon of the greatest 
importance to the farmers of New York, Peousylvauia, and 
Obio, who have access to the Canada market. 

From the Montreal Gazette, November &. 


Commercial.—We mentioned some months ago, that a mercantile 
house in this city bad made a shipment of flour to England, manufac: 
tured at the Gananoque mills, in the Upper Provmee, from wheat im- 
ported from the United States. The certificate of the Custom House 
in this city, which accompanied the flour, stated these facts concerning 
its origin ; and we are pleased to learn from the shippers of the flour, 
that they have received intelligence from Liverpool of its having been 
admitted on the same terms as Colonial flour, Upon this point we 
now have the concurring opinions of the highest Law Officer in Up- 
per Canada, of our Custom House Department, and of that in Creat 
Britain, so that all doubts that may have been entertained on the sub- 
ject must be dissipated. 


By this arrangement of the British Goverament, the farmers 
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ahove referred to are placed upon a better footing. than if the 
British cora laws were entirely repealed, as relates to all pa- 
tions. 
American wheat is admitted into Canada duty free, and 
when ground into flour, is admited into Eagland at the same 
duty that Canada flour is subject to, which varies according to 
the price of grain in England, sometimes being as low as ¢@ 
cents per barrel, and never higher than 73 cents.* “The farm- 
ers of several of our principal grain-growing States, have vow 
access to the British West Indies, and to Great Britain herself, 
for their grain, at a lower rate of duty than is charged upon 
American grain, in any part of the commercial world, where 
the port is vor free. 
* The duty in England, upon wheat, imported from Canada, is 5s. 
per Imperial quarter of 8 bushels of 70 lbs, if the average price of 
wheat be less than 67s. per quarter; if at or above 67s., the duty is only 
6d. per quarter. 
For every borrel of wheat flour, of 196 lbs., a duty equal to that pay- 
able on 384 gallons of wheat 
The working meu in some quarters of our country are run- 
ing into all sorts of extravagancies, in relation to the reforms 
they require for the improvement of their condition, and it is 
only now and then we see an indication of returning good 
sense, like the following. The truth is, that uotil the working 
men unite with the philanthropists in putting down * indirect 
and invisible taxation,” to its lowest limit, they will look in 
vain for the prosperity they are seeking after. 

From the Working Man's Advocate. 

Messrs. Editors: Mr. Matthew Cary’s * Appeal to the Wealthy,” on 
the character, conduct, situation and prospects, of those whose sole de- 
pendence for subsistence is on the labor of their hands, and the facts 
developed by him and others, show a frightful amount of suffering, in 
a land overflowing with an abundance of all the necessaries of life. 
Such a deplorable state of things, whereby the comfort and happiness 
of such a large portion of human beings are so cruelly shipwrecked, 
demands a serious and thorough investigation, in order to ascertain the 
causes of the evil, and whether it be susceptible of any remedy. 

We should ascertain the probable amount of oppression which is 
prodaced by unequal laws, by which wealth is favored at the eX pense 
of poverty. 

I would first inquire the amount that is annually drawn from the 


hard-earnings of the laborers by indirect and invisible taxation. In 
prosecuting this inquiry, we should endeavor not to overlook any of the 


Government on the shoulders of those who are least able to bear them. 
S. H. 





Ao intelligent friend, who has lately returned from England 
to New York, writes us thus from the latter place. 


“In England, ere long, (say twelve months,) there will be a 
large tax on property imposed to a certainty. ‘Then the rich 
will be made to pay for the protection of their stake in the 
country. The poor will be relieved io a great measure from 
the burdens imposed through the Excise and Customs, and we 
shall see Free Trade there existing, in a manner which will 
compel its adoption by other countries, in spite of themse)ves.”’ 


A writer in the Republican Farmer, published at Wilkes- 
barre, in Pennsylvania, gives the folic wing definition of 

The American System.—-Robbery of the laboring classes for the bene- 
fit of the idle and the profligate ; taxing the articles used by the poor 
fur the benefit of the rich; in short, the discouragement of domestic 
industry and the encyuragement of fraud and speculation. 





The following intelligence ought to be received by those 
who have captal invested in grist mills, with as much real re. 
gret as those whe have capital invested in cotton mills re- 
gard a reduction of the duty on cotton fabrics, 


It is said that a machine has been invented in Paris, by which one 
person can grind and bolt 44 pounds of superfine flour in an hour, of a 
better quality than that made in the ordinary way. The inventor is 
now constructing a machine of two horse power, which he says will 
be capable of doing as mach work as two pairs of six feet barr stones 
worked by an eight horse power.” The principle of the invention is 
not stated. 





Ingenuity vs. the American System.—The ingenity of our 
countrymen is constantly at work, to find out modes of cheap- 
ening the production of commodities, while the American 
System is equally struggling to prevent prices from failing. 
Should the facts stated in the following article be verified, so 
as to bring down the price o° leather, we shall hear the wise- 
acres, who ascribe all improvements to the American System, 
and wothing to the industry, skill, and enterprize, of their 
countrymen, exclaim that the Tariff has brought down the 
price of leather, although hides are admitted duty free. 

We understand that an important improvement has been made in 
the process of tanning, by which considerable labor is saved to the 
manufacturer, and what is of infinitely more consequence to the con- 
sumer, the quality of the leather greatly enhanced. It consists in pre- 
paring the hides for the receptios of the bark, without the aid of lime, 
which has hitherto been deemec an indispensable concomitang This 
is effected by what is techincally termed “The Cool Sweating Pro- 
cess,’ and is said to be less liable to injure the leather than the old 


mode, weight heavier, and wares much longer. ‘The patentees are 
Messrs. Shove and Hunt.—Cats/all Messenger. 
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EDITORIAL CORRESPONDENCE. 





November 4th, 1831. 

Sir: T have read your paper with great interest, and have 
received from it much strength for the support of the cause to 
which | am happy to say almost the whole of South Carolina is 
devoted, aad for which she seems determined to contend. 
Unrestricted commerce, I have ever found to be the theme of 
your columns. ‘The charterof our liberties has met a tnir, 
and, in my opinion, correct construction. No man can read ii 
without evineing strong symptoms to join with as. The dis- 
trict in which I live sends four Members to the House of Re- 


Cevar Crerex, Ricutann District, (S. C.) 





preseutatives, two of whom advocate the South Carolina re- 





means by which the wealthy have contrived to place the burdens of 
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medy, (Nullification.) But, since our last election, many men 
of influence who supported measures opposed to Nullifieation, 
have acknou ledged our rectitude, are now exerting ihemselves 
with all their evergies to open the blind eves of their neighbors. 
[ think, however, that by the first of 1532, there will not be 
a cottou planter io the district opposed to any measure, how- 
ever desperate, that may eflect a change. Sigus of awful dis- 
tress, are seen throughout the District and State. Our mar- 
ket has opened at eight cents for the best cotton, and bids fair 
to not be more than six, while, at the same time, we are pay- 
ing, for all such articles as necessity compels us to buy, a 
price, which thirteen cents for our cotton would not more than 
warrant. At this rate we cannot live, and be the remedy 
What it may, it must come. The section of couutry in which 
I live, is altogether composed of cotton planters, aud all show 
similar signs of disiress. They have, lately, by their own signa- 
tures, declared themselves, to a man, supporters of the princi- 
ples you advocate. Delusion is fast giving way to plain uner- 
ring trath, and IL think that, through the instrumentality of 
your usetul paper, the day is noi far off, when South Carolina 
will raise one unanimous voice against the encroachments of 
the General Goverament, and lift a mighty arm to ward off 
its deadenieg influences. We love the Union, and are at any 
time willing to shed our last blood io its defence: but, unless we 
could have it in its original purity, it would be better we were 
vet members of it, May your paper flourish, and spread the 
cause of truth still wider, and coutinve to impress on the mind 


of every man oppressed the long proved truth, thal none need 
be slaves that would be free. 


Yours respectfully, 


A FARMER. 
From the Bradford ( Penn.) Settler of November 10. 











STATE RIGHTS. 


In these Nullification and Anti- Nullification times, ever 
thing concerning the relative powers of the Federal and State 
Governments excites uvusual interest. By the subjeined ar- 
ticle, from the Tioga County Gazette, it appears that the ex- 
clusive right of a State to punish iu her own courts offences 
against her own laws, has been made the subject of discussion 
in the United States District Court for the Western District of 
Penusylvania. 

From the Tioga County Gazette. 

Mr. Shurtleff: lt will be recollected, that about the first of 
April, 1829, William Price and Heaory Freaner, citizens of 
Maryland, each commenced seven suits, in the United States 
District Court, against the same number of persons, citizens of 
this county, to recover the penalty of $500, inflicted by an act 
of Congress upon any person who shall rescue a fugitive from 
labor or service from the custody of the persons to whom such 
service is due, or his ageut, having seized the fugitive in pur- 
suance of the authority given by said act. I attended at the 
October term of said Court, which commenced on the 3d in- 
stant, at Williamsport ; and, as an account of the proceedings 
of these suits might be interesting to mauy of your readers, 
I subjoin the following : . 

The cause of Price vs. Hunt came on for trial on the 3d 
instant, the Hun. Thomas Irwin presiding. The defendant, in 
a special plea, had set forth that the plaintiff, instead of seizing 
the fugitive iv question, himself, pursuant to the authority 
given by the act of Congress, had applied for a warrant from 


a Justice of the Peace,.and had placed it in the hands of the 
Sheriff of Tioga Cuunty: aud thet the Sherif had caivad the 


fugiiive, in pursuance of the warrant and under the authority of 
an act of Assembly of Pennsylvania ; the rescue, if any such 
were in fact committed by the defendant, was from the Sheriff, 
and net from the Plaintiff, and the offence was committed 
agains! the process and laws of the State, and punishable in the 
State Courts. The facts set forth in this plea were denied in 
the replication by the plaintiff's attorney : but it came out in 
the evidence from the plaintiff's first witness that the replica- 
tion was false, and the defeudants’s plea true in all that relat- 
ed to the seizure by the Sheriff. The defendant's counsel ob- 
jected to any evidence of a rescue from the Sheriff under the 
‘issue joined” in which he was charged with a rescue from 
plaintiff, and not from the Sheriff. Ino the argument of this 
objection a great deal of learning and ability were displayed, 
by J. B. Anthony, Esq. of Lycoming County, and Ellis Lewis, 
Esq. of Bradford, counsel for defendant, and A. V. Parsons, 
Esq. of Lycoming, for plaintiff. There was a portion of Mr. 
Lewis's argument which excited unusual interest, involving the 
principle that a State has the erclusive right to punish ber citi- 
zens for offences against ber own laws, in her own courts., The 
powers of the Federal Government, and State Rights, were 
defined with a clearness that showed a perfect acquaintance 
with the subject. He enforced his views with a bold and fear- 
less elaquence, which, while it recognized the Judiciary as the 
tribunal to decide questions of this nature, maintained: the sov- 
ereignty of States ever all matters not expressly delegated to 
the Federal Goverument, by reasoning clear and unanswer- 
able. 

The evidence offered by the plaintiff was rejected, and his 
counsel asked leave to amend his pleadisgs so as to admit the 
evidence. This motion was resisted by William Cox Ellis, 
Esq. in a speech of great ability ; but it was granted on pay- 
ment of costs, and the cause was coutinned. ‘The same order 
was made in nine other causes—four of which were brought 
for the game cause of action: and the remaising five for the 
alleged rescue of ose other fugitive. } 

The costs in all may with probability be estimated at 2300 
—a smart penalty for unseuadness tn pleading !! 

Counsel for plauniis, Francis C. Campbell and A. V. Par- 
sons, Eisqs.—-for defendants, J. B. Anthony, William Cox 
Ellis, and Ellis Lewis, Esqs. 

Justice to Mr. Parsons requires the remark, that he had po 
concern with the blunder in the pleadings which resulted in 
the payment of costs by plaintiffs, oO. P. Q. 


It is to the increasing wealth of the manufacturing population and 
the progress of industry, and not to artificial regulations for creating high 
prices, that this country must look, not only for relief from her present 
burdens, but for the power of making fresh exertions, whenever her 
situation may demand them. It is not im the power of any artificia! 
measure to give that real relief to agriculture, or to any other mode of 








| ceasing industry oi the people. 


occupation, which can osly flow from the increasing activity and ua- 
Husi.ssson. 
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